
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                             Key Stage 1 – Essential Knowledge Geography                       

Our school  

Retrieval Lesson – Knowledge 
categories  

Essential knowledge 
and tasks 1 

Essential Knowledge 
and tasks 2  

Essential Knowledge 
and tasks 3 

-Children will have 
some experience of 
making simple 
observations from the 
EYFS Understanding 
our World. Children 
should be familiar 

with the school 
environment and be 
able to name features 
of the school. Children 
should begin to ask 
geographical questions 
and comment about 

familiar places. 
-What is our school 
name?  
-What is our school 
motto?  
-What facts do the 

children know about 
our school? 

                  

       
 

Knowledge 
 What is a compass 
used for? 
-Who might need to use 
a compass?  
-What are the four 
main compass points? 
-What is an ariel view? 
Tasks 
-Create a messy map 

of your classroom.  
 

Tasks 
- Create a mnemonic for 
the four main compass 
points.  

What is an ariel plan?  
-Create an ariel map of 
your classroom. 

Tasks 
-Observe and record 
the differences of a 
front facing 
photograph and an 
aerial photograph.   

          

 

Knowledge and tasks 
- What is fieldwork? 
What things might we 
do on a fieldwork 
walk? 
-Observe features of 
the school environment 
and use of space.  
What can you see, 
hear, smell, touch?  
Why is this place 
important? 

Tasks 
-Locate our school on 
a street map.  
 -Draw an aerial plan 
of the school including 
the key features; colour 
code, key and a title 

Knowledge 
-Observe features of 
the local area 
surrounding the 
school and use of 
space.  What can you 
see, hear, smell, 
touch?  
Tasks 
-Draw an aerial plan 
of the school 
including the key 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

-What do they see on 
their way to school?  
 

-How could we 
improve our school 
environment?  

features; colour code, 
key and a title 

 
 


