St Annes Catholic Primary
S.chwo.ol

Writing Policy
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At St. Annes, together in faith, we passionately .commit to:

Build .a loving, ~vibrant community with Christ at the heart;

Celebrate the uwniqueness of all and enable them to reach their potential:
Through our shared vision and values, nurture knowledge and skills for
lifemlong learning .and .achievement;

Raising self-esteem, with commitment, organisation .and resilience, we
achieve excellence as together mwe...

“Learn Lo love, Lowve Lo learn in readiness for Ljfe.”

Ouwr intent is that all St. Annes pupils will bhecome confident, competent
writers and develop their own authentic writing ~voices Writing gives.
children a way to effectively communicate with others: to share their
ideas, thoughts, emotions, cultural identity .and express who they are.
Through a text-rich writing curriculum, we will expose children to new
worlds, experiences .and ideas, expanding their vocabulary and their
horizons. Owr Choice .of texts will hoth value .and confirm who .our
pupils are and where they come [rom, and introduce them to .cultural
and social contexts beyond those they .are familiar with.

Owr English curriculum is designed so that children will gain the skills
they need to bhecome accomplished writers, enabling them to express
themselves cearly and confidently for a wide range of purposes. They
will be prowvided with meaningful contexts .and purposes for writing
across the curriculum. As competent, confident writers, St. Annes pupils
will howve the power to imake their own wvoices heard, to influence .others
and to change the w.orld!
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1) Pupils will mwrite effectively for a wide range of purposes:

o [dentify audience and purpose for their writing.

o Write in .a wide range .of text types.

o Read .o wide variety .of high quality texts (different gerres and
outhors) ko use s good quality writing models.

o [dentify and wse key features .of different text types.

o Write fluently, .and coherently using appropricte vocabulary,
grammar and tone.

2) Pupils will evaluwate and edit writing, .assessing the effectiveness .of
hisfher own and others' writing with reasoning:
e Read .and listen to a wide range of genres and .authors
o Engage in discussions .and debhates
o Use relevant strategies to build vocabulary
o Articulate and justify answers, arguments .and opinions
o Consider and evaluate different viewpoints.
o Understand .and know how to wse all grammar and punctuation,
in line with the National Curriculum for KSI .and KS2.

3) Pupils will write legibly .and fluently with .accurate spelling:
o Write fluently w.ith correct letter formation wsing joined cursive
handw.riting.
o Achieve accuracy in spelling (NC English appendix 1)

Statutory requirements for the teaching .and learning of English .are laid
out in the National Curriculum (2014) .and in the Communication and
Language (Prime) .and Literocy (Specific) Areas .of the Statutory
Framew.ork for Early Years .and Foundation Stage (2021).



At the heart of ouwr approoch to wiriting is the philosophy .of promoting .o
writing culture across the school. From the moment they join us, we w.ant
our pupils to see themselves .as writers .and enjoy mriting. Starting in
Nursery, pupils .are given a huge range of opportunities for purposeful
mark imaking in provision and begin to ascribe imeaning to their .marks.
Daily activities to develop gross and fine motor skills support pupils in
gaining the early skills needed for handwriting.

In Early Years, owr pupils learn to read and write effectively and quickly
using the Read Write Lnc. (RWI) Phonics progromme (see

separate phonics policy). We .also follow ‘The Write Stuff g% mnsm:
approoch to teaching writing from Reception through to Year F QG feang | o
6 with results that we are enormously proud of. Development
of w~ocabulary is key. From EYFS, pupils become “Word T
Collectors” - wcollecting mords through the Write Stuff A SiTting

FANTASTIC’s and through language planners. This [
development .of vocabulary continues throughout the school.

| The Write Stuff is .an evidence hased .approoch
through clear teacher modelling .and opportunities
for supported practice. Ln daily writing lessons,
teachers follow a repeated pattern .of ‘Lnitiate,
\9) = 2/ | ‘Model .and ‘Enable whereby they use the three
== ¥Writiig Rainkw Zones of writing (FANTASTICs,
GRAMMARISTICS, BOOMTASTICS) to prowvide a consistent whole school
siystematic approoch to writing carefully constructed sentences. Pupils .are
then able to take increasing responsibility for their writing through weekly
independent writes.

Owr cwrriculum is hased on .o wide range of high quality texts and a
~variety of outhors, with learning planned carefully to revisit and build
upon prior knowledge and experience. Through .o combination of fiction
and non-fiction units, children are able develop .as writers throughout their




learning jowrney. During their time at St Annes, all pupils are given
opportunities to write for o wider oudience by entering local .and national
competitions. Visits [from local authors, theatre companies .and English
subject .advocates in our community aim to inspire .and .motivate .our
children to really love writing.

At St. Annes, ,a}u,gh/s,tan,d,aui,o;,pfzsm,onmzn,cowagzd,and
2K .szvmbt,au ,to,take,pudzmﬂlz,pstzntatwn,o their

WOrk. H,a,n,dw,mtmg are taught regularly .and
Teaching of handwriting aims to ensure that children:

oﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁWWMMMUM a b C d o

e Develop flow and speed é:g,h.l..é,k

. U/Lde,rzs,tandﬂfxznze,d,to develop a good

OPIDMWWAWWMM

e Children .at Key S 2 are aw.are that
mmmm%@m%mmmwu%a MW})Q%Z

writing style appropricte to o tosk

Before children .are able to fully bhlend sounds to read, teachers .and

teaching assistants should model printed mwriting on the hoard or .on

i (in line with the DJE Reading Framew.ork Guidarce- 2021). Once
en are reading and blending, teachers .and teaching assistants

/s}wubdnw,dziﬂlzé,omzdwzs,wz&tgie,at,aum when writing .on the

board, marking hooks or on displays. Pupils will be taught how to sit

muzcﬂgataiab&whznwu&ngwudhawto}wid,awmmum&g

THE TRIPOD PENCIL GRIP
Bots right and left handed children should be encouraged to use the tripod grip which allows the

SITTING POSITION i pen‘pencil to be held securely whilst allowing controllad mave
1} Grip the pencil wil

ments of the pen/pencil nib.

Sit with a straight back,
1 leaning over the

aaaaaaaaaaaa a%
lc\belw albow
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s
Sit right back
in the seat
S X DA, W
T A 1
Full the chair “ o P ——— A~ AN P
close in to the g (N Wy S
kkkkk 1 - N \ \ | y
Paper position for right- f ~, \\.w Y
/ SRl
handed children 4 o
v

Chn use pencil grips until they can grip pencil comecily. In EYFS,use shorter pencils as children
have smaller hands.
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Handmwriting in EYES
Handwriting in EYFS

From Nursery, children are given opportunities to develop fine .and qgross
.motor /s,k,dl/s/?to suppork W?WNIM%IEWL a variety ,og m: "

o Taking 1 in activities to dewvelo 0645 motor skills such s air-
writing, pu%n;mhmmddmangpq{

. Compl%dﬁm,to develop fine motor skills such .as .mark making
on paper, whi ards, blackboards, sand trays and iPods.

Ln Reception, children .are Lau.%n,t to form individual letters appropriately
and accurately during Read, Write Lr{g sessions. The order that Aﬁre teach
letter formations follows Read, Write Lnc. Set one sounds. Handwriting
lessons [ocus on upper and lower case letters and the teaching .of

writing from left to right and from top to hottom.

Read Write:
N

When children .can form letters .correctly, they begin to learn a joined

style. This usually starts at the beginning .of Year 2. H,andwagfugJ/s

three times weekly for |5 minutes, with opportunities for teacher

JMO. ing .and pupils ' proctice. thtzrzsmz% ' ,
Wo¥oolo) L

with plenty of rtunities to revisit and practice prior learning.

Hoandusriti in KS2

In Y3 .and Y&, pupils continue learn and proctice letter joins, learning all

diagonal and horizontal strokes needed, thro teacher modelling .and

' proctice three times weekly. By Y5 .and 76, pupils should build up
and speed, practicing handwriting through dictations.
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In EYFS .and Year |, ﬁwW}OMWAWM (
lrite Lnc. (see

~0.QIrQUTUNES. 0, ,ru,os,tza,c}u,rbg,th,r,o
mmwmw Ouwr ma,jlq)illbgmakmﬁ,tron,g

spelling.
From Year 2 orw.ards, are taught the related spelling content
ing the .online ‘S ' hed Scheme. Thus%o{wofknmbsﬂw

zq,uu,emzrbbs,oéfﬂm 2014 National Cuwrriculum and has a cleor
pnogm;s;sxon through blocks .of teaching units .across the year. It is
engaging, mwwzwbd@wppofbspwmﬁwuhﬂwm%ﬂg
spelling. Links are made to .online homew.ork activities. Spelling sessions

ore organised as follows:
o Year 2 - |5 minutes daily spelling session
e KS2 - 2 x 30 minute spelling sessions per mweek

Learning in spelling lessons is reinforced .and revisted during daily
writing lessons.

A constant cycle of assessing, monitoring, torget setting .and pupil
Jeedback are instrumental in supporting children's writing .development.

o Assessment of writing is on-going, carried out by teachers hoth
formally and informally during lessons. The results of such
assessments have a direct impact .on the teaching materials .and

o Teacher-pupil conferencing is .a key strategy used in writing lessons
to wssess pupils understanding and ensure all pupils receive
~valuable verbal feedback from teachers on successes .and next
steps.

e Marking of pupils’ work is important part of on-going .assessment
and all writing is marked in line with the school marking policy.
This helps children to see what they have done well, note errors



(’,atho//o

o o
3 F
— @) :
@ .
'S‘UTT0$
and know the ‘next steps’ in their learning. Please see ouwr Marking

Policy for .more information.

e From Summer Y, Spelling .and grammar .are assessed termly using
NFER spelling .and grammar assessments.

e Those pupils following RWI programme are assessed using the RWI
tracking grids. Assessments are then recorded .on the RWI school
portal. These .are monitored half termly and pupils are grouped for
learning .accordingly. Pupils will receive |:| support if need is
dentified.

e Teachers formally assess half-termly wsing Target Tracker, bhased

on evidence from independent writing
e Children who are ing hehind, .and high-attaining children in
English, .are 1 identified .and supported.

o Teachers use Target Tracker to follow children's progress and in
writing. The school English lead .and Senior Leadership Team
monitor progress throughout the school by sampling children’s
waork, listening to pupil voice and assessing data as per the

» Moderation of teacher assessment is undertaken reqularly for
ity ossurance. St. Annes staff moderate writing wsing national
fication materials as well as exemplification .materials .on the

Tau. Lroucker . Ln addition, pupils writing is also
moderated by .o ing professionals in local custers of
Achools, by external English consultants .and by Local Authority
moderators.

o Written reports to mmzmmm@gw(mmm;uu)
mmmuﬁlmmmpogmmwxm with
p,a,rzn,bs/ carers. Pupils progress in wiriting is also discussed with
parents twice a year at Parents’ Evening.

Writing is taught within the guidelines of the schools equal-opportunities
» We ensuwre that all owr children have the opportunity to gain English

,kzwwi.ed,ngm u.nder/sta.nduug regardless .of gender, race, class,
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» For those children learning English as .an additional i@quii
(EAL), rt s put in place in school .and we are supported by
the L,omf@.
» Owr expectations do ot Limit pupil achievement .and assessment does
not irwolve cultural, social, linguistic or gender hias.
We .aim to teach English in a broad globhal .and historical context,
using ﬂww;dezsipo;s&biepzrzspzoﬂmawndummug the contributions
of people of many different hackgrounds.
We value English as a vehicle for the development of language skills
and vocabulary. We we zncowﬁ%z our children to ,té,k constructively
ahout their English experiences.
We recognise the ticular importance of first-hand experience for
motivating all ,dwflﬁrfm, including those {wﬁ learning AM
We recognise that English may stro engage our gifted and
talernded children, %Lm Lo and extend them.

't/E.’u.l\_lé

We recognise families .as important partners in a childs education. We
hold parent workshops, information sessions and ‘Lnspire Days’ to keep
parents and carers fully informed with how to support their children .at
home.

This English policy will be reviewed by the English Lead .and the Senior
Leadership Team in Sept 2022.



